
 

0800 - Attendee Arrival & Coffee 
 

0830-0845 
Opening Remarks 

CDR Travis Hartman, USN (M) EC Chairman 
Col Thomas Meagher, USAF (AF)  

Symposium Chairman 
 

0845-0915 
“Path to First Flight for the Gulfstream G400” 

Andy Martin (AF), Gulfstream  
 

0915-0945 
“F-35 Shipboard Testing Aboard JS Kaga” 

Lt Cdr Nick Baker, Royal Navy (PAM) 
James Kwong, BAE Systems 

 
0945-1015 

“Don’t Waste the Buffalo:  
Meeting Verticraft Flight Test Challenges” 

Al Lawless, Aurora Flight Sciences  
 

1015-1030 - Break 
 

1030-1100 
“Lessons Learned From Combat Dragon II:  

A Rapid Warfighter Response Flight Test Program”  
Col Jay Zarra, USMC (M) 

LtCol Mike Pavis, USMC (Ret) 
 

1100-1130 
“Critical Incident Response Program (CIRP)” 

James Sergeant, SFTE, AIAA 
 

1130-1145 - Break 

 

 

1245-1300 - Break 
 

1300-1330 
“Certification Flight Test for Aircraft  

with Artificial Intelligence” 
Dr. Robert Joslin (AF),  

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  
 

1330-1400 
“E-2D Bootfest: Agile Software Testing” 

LT Caleb Sutton, USN 
 

1400-1430 
"Real-Time Air Flow Angle Data Using a Pixhawk" 
Dr. Gene Morelli, NASA Langley Research Center  

 
1430-1445 - Break 

 
1445-1515 

“Moving Fast and Planning to Crash;  
A Change of Paradigm in Flight Test Toward 

Accepting Potential Destruction of the Test Article” 
Heath Cherneski, Aurora Flight Sciences 

 
1515-1545 

“Electra.Aero Flight Test Update” 
Cody Allee (M), Electra.Aero 

 
1545-1600 - Break 

 
1600 

Leroy Grumman Award Winner Announcement 
Mark Wilkening (AF), Northrop Grumman 

Sponsored By: 
 
 

 
1610  

Closing Remarks 
Col Tom Meagher, USAF (AF)  

Symposium Chairman 
 

 
The Society would like to  

thank our sponsors: 

The Society of Experimental Test Pilots 
P.O. Box 986, Lancaster, CA 93584 

1.661.942.9574  Email: setp@setp.org 
www.setp.org 

Executive Director - Laurie Balderas 

1145-1245 - Luncheon/Keynote 
“Boom Supersonic:  

Breaking the Sound Barrier Flight Test” 
Tristan Brandenburg (M), Boom Supersonic  



 
THE SOCIETY OF 

EXPERIMENTAL TEST PILOTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
40th EAST COAST SYMPOSIUM 

4 APRIL 2025 
 

University System of Maryland 
at Southern Maryland  

 
WELCOME 

 
It is my pleasure to welcome all attendees to 

the 40th East Coast Symposium of The Society 

of Experimental Test Pilots. Technical 

presentations and a luncheon have been 

planned for your enrichment and enjoyment. 

 
Tom Meagher 
Col, USAF (AF) 

Symposium Chairman 

SETP CORPORATE MEMBERS 
ABSI Aerospace & Defense 

Adaptive Aerospace Corporation 
AeroMech Incorporated 

Aerospace Operations, LLC 
Aerospace Services  International LLC 

AeroTEC, LLC 
Airborne Tactical Advantage Company (ATAC) 

Air Force Test Pilot School (India) 
Airborne Systems Group 

Airbus Defence and Space GmbH 
Airbus SAS 

Alaka'i Technologies Corporation 
Anduril Industries 
Archer Aviation 

Astronautics Corporation of America 
Bell 

Beta Technologies, Inc. 
Boom Supersonic 

Butler Parachute Systems, Inc. 
Calspan Corporation 
Cert Center Canada 
Cruz Associates, Inc. 

CubCrafters Inc. 
David Clark Company Incorporated 

Denmar Technical Services 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical University, Prescott, AZ 

Empirical Systems Aerospace, Inc. 
ETPS 

eXAQT Consultant Group 
ForeFeathers Enterprises 

FTR Enterprises, LLC 
Game Composites, LLC 
Garmin International 

GE Aerospace 
General Atomics Aeronautical Systems, Inc. 

Genesys Aerosystems 
Gentex Corporation 

Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation 
G-Unlimited GmbH 

Hermeus Corporation 
Honda Aircraft Company 

Honeywell Aerospace Flight Test Operations 
International Test Pilots School 

IPEV - Flight Test and Research Institute 
Joby Aviation 

JT4, LLC 
K2 Aviation 

KBR 
Leonardo S.p.A. 

Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Martin-Baker Aircraft Company Ltd. 
Mid-Continent Instrument Co., Inc. 

MIT Lincoln Laboratory 
Modern Technology Solutions, Inc. 

Mojave Air and Space Port 
National Flight Test Centre 
National Test Pilot School 

Nominal 
North American Aerospace Corporation 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Piper Aircraft Inc. 

Royal Netherlands Aerospace Centre 
Saab Aeronautics 
Sage Chesire, Inc. 

Scaled Composites, LLC 
Stratolaunch, LLC 

Sunshine Aero Industries, Inc. 
Supernal LLC 

Symbolic Displays, Incorporated 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

East Coast Section Officers 

CDR Travis Hartman, USN (M) - Chairman 

Col Tom Meagher, USAF (AF) - Vice Chairman 

John O'Connor (F) - Secretary 

Steven Wright (AF) - Treasurer 

President ................. Andrew McFarland, Airborne Tactical Adv. Co. 

Vice President ....................... William Koyama, Northrop Grumman 

Secretary ...................................................................... Justin Paines 

Treasurer ........................................... Dan Hinson, Textron Aviation 

Legal Officer ....................................... Michael Lippert, LtCol, USMC 

Executive Adviser ...................... John Tougas, The Boeing Company 

President-Elect ............................................................. Kelly Latimer 

Technical Adviser .............................. Jameel Janjua, Virgin Galactic 

Technical Adviser ....................... Kerry Smith, The Boeing Company 

Canadian Section Rep ....... Perry Comeau, Nt’l Res. Council Canada 

Central Section Rep................... Jack Waters, The Boeing Company 

East Coast Section Rep ...................... John O’Connor, USNTPS (Ret) 

European Section Rep ........... Gideon Singer, Swedish Accident Inv. 

Great Lakes Section Rep. ..... Jason Wierzbanowski, Contrails Cons. 

Indian Section Rep ................ Vishal Verma, Hindustan Aeronautics  

Northwest Section Rep. ............... Jason Rew, The Boeing Company 

Southeast Section Rep ......................... Paul Steele, CW5, USA (Ret) 

Southwest Section Rep .................... Tony Wilson, Lockheed Martin 

West Coast Section Rep ........ Scott Glaser, Tactical Air Support, Inc 

SETP CORPORATE MEMBERS CONTINUED 
Textron Aviation 

Thales VISIONIX, Inc 
The Boeing Company 

Tiger Century Aircraft, Inc. 
Turkish Aerospace Industries 

Vertical Aerospace Group 
Virgin Galactic 

Wisk 
XP Consulting Services 

XP Services, Inc 
 


